Chapter One

Fate, Free Will and Prediction
Destiny
Each follows in the world his own line of destiny which is determined by his own nature and actions — the meaning and
necessity of what happens in a particular life cannot be understood except in the light of the whole course of many lives.
But this can be seen by those who can get beyond the ordinary
mind and feelings and see things as a whole, that even errors,
misfortunes, calamities are steps in the journey, the soul gathering experience as it passes through and beyond them until it
is ripe for the transition which will carry it beyond these things
to a higher consciousness and higher life. When one comes to
that line of crossing one has to leave behind one the old mind
and feelings. One looks then on those who are still ﬁxed in the
pleasures and sorrows of the ordinary world with sympathy and
wherever it is possible with spiritual helpfulness, but no longer
with attachment. One learns that they are being led through
all their stumblings and trusts to the universal Power that is
watching and supporting their existence to do for them whatever
for them is the best. But the one thing that is really important
for us is to get into the greater Light and the Divine Union —
to turn to the Divine alone, to put our trust there alone whether
for ourselves or for others.
*
Destiny in the rigid sense applies only to the outer being so long
as it lives in the Ignorance. What we call destiny is only in fact the
result of the present condition of the being and the nature and
energies it has accumulated in the past acting on each other and
determining the present attempts and their future results. But as
soon as one enters the path of spiritual life, this old predetermined destiny begins to recede. There comes in a new factor, the
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Divine Grace, the help of a higher Divine Force other than the
force of Karma which can lift the sadhak beyond the present possibilities of his nature. One’s spiritual destiny is then the divine
election which ensures the future. The only doubt is about the
vicissitudes of the path and the time to be taken by the passage.
It is here that the hostile forces playing on the weaknesses of the
past nature strive to prevent the rapidity of the progress and to
postpone the fulﬁlment. Those who fell, fell not because of the
attacks of the vital forces, but because they put themselves on
the side of the hostile Force and preferred a vital ambition or
desire (ambition, vanity, lust, etc.) to the spiritual siddhi.
*
Each has his own destiny which he brings with him into the
world.
*
Each has his own destiny and his entering into a particular family
in one life is only an incident.
*
Obviously, neither Nature nor Destiny nor the Divine work in
the mental way or by the law of the mind or according to its
standards — that is why even to the scientist and the philosopher
Nature, Destiny, the way of the Divine, all remain a mystery.
*
Nature is very largely what you make of her — or can make of
her.
*
Destiny is not an absolute, it is a relative. One can alter it for
the better or the worse.
Free Will and Determinism
It is difﬁcult indeed to make out what Planck means in these

