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pain and pleasure, into the essential delight of existence, the
spiritual Ananda.
The Being is one, but this oneness is inﬁnite and contains in
itself an inﬁnite plurality or multiplicity of itself: the One is the
All; it is not only an essential Existence, but an All-Existence.
The inﬁnite multiplicity of the One and the eternal unity of the
Many are the two realities or aspects of one reality on which the
manifestation is founded. By reason of this fundamental verity
of the manifestation the Being presents itself to our cosmic experience in three poises, — the supracosmic Existence, the cosmic
Spirit and the individual Self in the Many. But the multiplicity
permits of a phenomenal division of consciousness, an effectual
Ignorance in which the Many, the individuals, cease to become
aware of the eternal self-existent Oneness and are oblivious of
the oneness of the cosmic Self in which and by which they live,
move and have their being. But, by force of the secret Unity,
the soul in becoming is urged by its own unseen reality and by
the occult pressure of evolutionary Nature to come out of this
state of Ignorance and recover eventually the knowledge of the
one Divine Being and its oneness with it and at the same time
to recover its spiritual unity with all individual beings and the
whole universe. It has to become aware not only of itself in the
universe but of the universe in itself and of the Being of cosmos
as its greater self; the individual has to universalise himself and
in the same movement to become aware of his supracosmic
transcendence. This triple aspect of the reality must be included
in the total truth of the soul and of the cosmic manifestation, and
this necessity must determine the ultimate trend of the process
of evolutionary Nature.
All views of existence that stop short of the Transcendence
and ignore it must be incomplete accounts of the truth of
being. The pantheistic view of the identity of the Divine and
the Universe is a truth, for all this that is is the Brahman: but
it stops short of the whole truth when it misses and omits
the supracosmic Reality. On the other side, every view that
afﬁrms the cosmos only and dismisses the individual as a byproduct of the cosmic Energy, errs by laying too much emphasis

