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Autobiographical Notes

I remained in secret entirely engaged in Sadhana and my active
connection with the two newspapers ceased from that time.
Afterwards, under the same “sailing orders”, I left Chandernagore and reached Pondicherry on April 4th 1910.
I may add in explanation that from the time I left Lele
at Bombay after the Surat Congress and my stay with him in
Baroda, Poona and Bombay, I had accepted the rule of following
the inner guidance implicitly and moving only as I was moved by
the Divine. The spiritual development during the year in jail had
turned this into an absolute law of the being. This accounts for
my immediate action in obedience to the adesh received by me.
You can on the strength of this letter cite my authority for
your statements on these points to the editor of the Udbodhan.
December 15, 1944

Sri Aurobindo

To the Editor, Sunday Times
I am authorised by Sri Aurobindo to contradict the statement
quoted in your issue of the 17th instant from the Hindusthan
Standard that he visited Sri Saradamani Devi on the day of his
departure to Pondicherry (?) and received from her some kind of
diksha.2 There was a story published in a Calcutta monthly some
time ago that on the night of his departure for Chandernagore
in February 1910 Sri Aurobindo visited her at Bagbazar Math
to receive her blessings, that he was seen off by Sister Nivedita
and a Brahmachari of the Math and that he took this step of
leaving British India at the advice of Sister Nivedita. All these
statements are opposed to the facts and they were contradicted
on Sri Aurobindo’s behalf by Sri Charu Chandra Dutt in the
same monthly.
Sri Aurobindo’s departure to Chandernagore was the result
of a sudden decision taken on the strength of an adesh from
2 On 17 June 1945 the Sunday Times of Madras reproduced a letter written by K.
Ghose to the editor of the Hindusthan Standard that had been published in that newspaper on 6 June. This reply by Sri Aurobindo was published in the Sunday Times on
24 June with an introductory note stating that the information was provided by his
secretary, Nolini Kanta Gupta. — Ed.

