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Autobiographical Notes

and without any intelligible political method or plan of action.
The practical peoples of the West could hardly be well impressed
by such a picture and it would make them suspect that, probably,
my yoga was a thing of the same type!
25 March 1930
[4]
No, certainly not.1 If you gave my name, it would be as if
I were advertising myself in your book. I did not care to have
anything of the kind written, as I told you, because I do not think
these things are of any importance. I merely wrote, in the end,
a brief summary of the most outward facts, nothing inward or
personal, because I have seen that many legends and distortions
are aﬂoat, and this will at least put things in the straight line. If
you like, you can mention that it is a brief statement of the principal facts of Sri Aurobindo’s public life from an authoritative
source.
Necessarily I have mentioned only salient facts, leaving out
all mere details. As for an estimate of myself I have given none.
In my view, a man’s value does not depend on what he learns
or his position or fame or what he does, but on what he is and
inwardly becomes, and of that I have said nothing. I do not want
to alter what I have written. If you like you can put a note of
your own to the “occidental education” stating that it included
Greek and Latin and two or three modern languages, but I do
June 1930
not myself see the necessity of it or the importance.
[5]
I would prefer another form more in keeping with the tone
of the text, — eg
“It may be observed that Sri Aurobindo’s education in England gave him a wide introduction to the culture of ancient, of
mediaeval and of modern Europe. He was a brilliant scholar
1 The question was whether the correspondent could publish the “Life Sketch” over
Sri Aurobindo’s signature. — Ed.

