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or the apparent disparateness, even to irreconcilable opposition,
of the elements that have to be utilised, the stronger is the spur,
and it drives towards a more subtle and puissant order than
can normally be the result of a less difficult endeavour. The
accordance of active Life with a material of form in which the
condition of activity itself seems to be inertia, is one problem of
opposites that Nature has solved and seeks always to solve better
with greater complexities; for its perfect solution would be the
material immortality of a fully organised mind-supporting ani-
mal body. The accordance of conscious mind and conscious will
with a form and a life in themselves not overtly self-conscious
and capable at best of a mechanical or subconscious will is
another problem of opposites in which she has produced aston-
ishing results and aims always at higher marvels; for there her
ultimate miracle would be an animal consciousness no longer
seeking but possessed of Truth and Light, with the practical
omnipotence which would result from the possession of a direct
and perfected knowledge. Not only, then, is the upward impulse
of man towards the accordance of yet higher opposites rational
in itself, but it is the only logical completion of a rule and an
effort that seem to be a fundamental method of Nature and the
very sense of her universal strivings.

We speak of the evolution of Life in Matter, the evolution
of Mind in Matter; but evolution is a word which merely states
the phenomenon without explaining it. For there seems to be no
reason why Life should evolve out of material elements or Mind
out of living form, unless we accept the Vedantic solution that
Life is already involved in Matter and Mind in Life because in
essence Matter is a form of veiled Life, Life a form of veiled Con-
sciousness. And then there seems to be little objection to a farther
step in the series and the admission that mental consciousness
may itself be only a form and a veil of higher states which are
beyond Mind. In that case, the unconquerable impulse of man
towards God, Light, Bliss, Freedom, Immortality presents itself
in its right place in the chain as simply the imperative impulse
by which Nature is seeking to evolve beyond Mind, and appears
to be as natural, true and just as the impulse towards Life



