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is to take hold of them by the strong side of Theosophy and not
to press too much on the weak side. People attached to a ﬁxed
and traditional thinking for it has become traditional with them
have not usually the open nature which can bear exposure of
the weakness of what they believe in. One or two may proﬁt by
that method, the most will react in a hostile fashion. On the other
hand if the strong side is seized and broadened to its real issues,
they may be led without knowing it to enlarge themselves and
meet with a good disposition the atmosphere of larger thought you
bring them. This reception is needed, because it is the difference
of the two atmospheres that is likely to be a stumbling block. The
second thing is if you can make a link with them through the active
side of their ideas. The outer side of the practical idea you have is
favourable from this standpoint, because it can easily be used as
a means to bring out the broader side of their own principles of
action. The ulterior motive has to be kept in the shadow for the
present; a time may come when they will receive it, but that will be
after the present dominating inﬂuence in the society has receded.
The third thing is to mix mainly on the one hand with the larger,
on the other with the simpler and more candid minds among them;
leave aside those who are in between. Be careful with Mr.s. Besant;
she is a difﬁcult and deceptive personality.
The strong side is ﬁrst their seeking after truth, which is constantly moving near things that are true without quite seizing them;
the weak side is the imaginations, fancies and rigid formulas which
they build up like a wall between the truth and their search. If you
read their books, or listen to their ideas with patience, you will
easily be able to distinguish the two elements and bring out what I
call the strong side. Then there are their larger ideas which admit
truth in all religions and many philosophies and their attempt to
ﬁnd a principle of unity for men of all races and peoples, etc. There
is much else which one can seize with advantage if one is in their
company and comes to know what is behind this movement of
theosophy. .
A very difﬁcult question to answer. Everything depends on the
psychic impression you make and on keeping up that impression in
her psychic being, if that is favourable. The difﬁculty is in all the

