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Record of Yoga

of the aham, but the slagha of the Atman, the divine Self within
rejoicing in the shakti of God and its greatness and its power as it
pours itself out in battle and action through the human adhara.
Vaishyashakti
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Danam, vyayah, kaushalam, bhogalipsa, iti Vaishyashaktih.
Dana & pratidána are the especial dharma of the Vaishya; his
nature is the nature of the lover who gives and seeks; he pours
himself out on the world in order to get back what he has given
increased a hundredfold. Vyaya is his capacity to spend freely for
this purpose without any mean and self-defeating miserliness in
the giving. Kaushalam is the dexterity & skill which is able so to
arrange the means, the equipment, the action as to produce the
greatest results possible & the best arranged results. Law, arrangement, suiting of means to ends, of expenditure to return, are the
joy of the Vaishya. Bhoga is his object; possession & enjoyment,
not merely of physical things, but all enjoyment, enjoyment of
knowledge, of power, of self-giving, of service, comes within its
scope. The Vaishya, puriﬁed and liberated, becomes the supreme
giver and lover & enjoyer, Vishnu’s ansha preserving & making the
most of the world. He is the Vishnushakti, as the Brahmana is the
Shivashakti & the Kshatriya the Rudrashakti.
Shudrashakti
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Kamah, premah, dasyalipsa atmasamarpanam iti Shudrashaktih.
The Shudra is God descending entirely into the lower world
and its nature, giving himself up entirely for the working out of
God’s lila in Matter & in the material world. From this standpoint
he is the greatest of the four shaktis, because his nature goes direct
towards complete atmasamarpana; but the Shudra bound has cut
himself off from knowledge, power and skill & lost himself in the
tamoguna. He has to recover the Brahmana, Kshatriya & Vaishya
in himself and give them up to the service of God, of man, of all
beings. The principle of kamah or desire in him must change from

