18 February 1973

A: Tonight, I am going to read you a letter from X. She
gave us a letter about her class. You know that this year
she has started working with the young children.

Oh!

A: So this is what she writes: “We would like to make it
possible for each child to develop integrally and above
all we want bis desire to learn to remain spontaneous.”
(The letter goes on to describe the games suggested to
the children, the material prepared for them and various
group activities, and continues:) “But because all the
tendencies of the children come into play when they
are given enough free scope, several difficulties arise,
especially in controlling the noise and movements they
make. A few days ago, they began to make swords and
pistols out of meccano.”

Oh!

A (continuing to read the letter): “We have tried giving
them a play to act in the hope that it will calm down
after a while. But what should we do with this desire
for violence, this preference for war — or even detective-
storiess”

Do you have something to write with?

A: Yes.

Violence is necessary so long as men are dominated by their ego
and its desires.... Is that all right?

434



Conversations
A: Yes, Motber.

But violence should be used only as a means of self-defence if one
is attacked. The ideal towards which humanity is moving and
which we want to realise, is a state of luminous understanding
in which the needs of each one and of the overall harmony are
taken into account.

A: Yes, Motber.

The future will have no need of violence, for it will be ruled by
the divine Consciousness in which everything harmonises with
and completes everything else.

Is that enough?

A: Yes. I shall read out what you have just said, Motber.
(A reads out the note.)

Is that all right?

A: Yes, Mother. Quite all right.

So, in a general way, when these things come up,
when the children are engaged in this kind of activity,
X was asking: “Should we intervene, or wait until the
movement dies down and disappears?”

You should... you should question the children and ask them
in an off-hand way, “Oh, you have enemies? Who are these
enemies?”... That is what you should say.... You should make
them talk a little.... It is because they see that... There is a strength
and a beauty in the army which children feel strongly. But that
should be preserved. Only, armies should be used not to attack
and capture but to defend and...
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