
Questions and Answers

There are ways of being, ways of feeling, ways of doing,
which you tolerate in yourself for quite a long time, and which
don’t trouble you, don’t seem to you at all useless or bad or
to be got rid of. And then all of a sudden one day, you don’t
know why or what has happened, but the outlook changes, you
look at things and say, “But what is this? This is in me! Am
I carrying this in myself? But it is intolerable, I don’t want it
any longer.” And suddenly it seems bad to you because it is
time to reject these things, for they do not harmonise with the
attitude you have taken or the progress you have made in your
march forward in the world. These things should be elsewhere,
they are no longer in their place, therefore you find them bad.
But perhaps the same things which seem bad to you would be
excellent for other people who are at a lower level.

There is always someone more dull, more unconscious,
more ignorant or worse than oneself. So the state which is
intolerable for you, which you can no longer keep, which must
disappear, would perhaps be very luminous for those who are
on the lower rungs. By what right are you going to say, “This
is bad”? All you can say is, “I don’t want it any longer. I don’t
want it, it’s not in keeping with my present way of being, I want
to go where these things have no place any more; they are no
longer in their place, let them go and find their place elsewhere!”
But one cannot judge. It is impossible to say, “This is bad.” At
the most one can say, “This is bad for me, it is no longer in its
place with me, it must go.” That’s all. And one drops it on the
way.

And this makes the progress much, much easier, to think and
feel like that instead of sitting down in despair and lamenting
about things and what you are like, and the misery you endure
and the defects you have and the impossibilities which beset
you and all that. You say, “No, no, those things are no longer
in their place here, let them go elsewhere, where they will be
in their place and welcome. As for me, I am going forward, I
am going to climb a step, I shall go towards a purer and better
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