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little... a little what people call “ill-bred”. But in that too one is
so alive! One feels a consciousness vibrating here. And that is the
most important part of all. And of this one does not speak, for
these are things one does, but does not talk about — an occasion
like today’s must present itself for me to speak to you about it.
Indeed, you have been here for so many years, and this is the
ﬁrst time I have had it. Voilà.
You have exhausted all your questions?
It is outside the subject. Mother, every year you give a
message on the ﬁrst of January. What does it exactly
indicate?
Yes, every year.... During the war it was wonderful, it was like
a prophecy of what was going to come. Now there is no longer
any war and no more need of prophecy! But it is always an indication of the progress which has to be made. You will receive
it tomorrow morning, the prayer.2 But I advise you to reﬂect
deeply on it. For truly it was spoken and considered as of great
importance. Now we are becoming almost a thing of public
interest, in the sense that there are lots of visitors coming and
lots of people concerned about what we are doing here, and then
they are taken round and told what we have supposedly done
and what we are going to do and all that. And there was truly
a great need to say: “I beg of you, don’t speak so much about
what we are doing: do it.” That is all.
It is always better to do than to speak, and in the least details
also.
There is another meaning too, much deeper. But about that
I shall speak to you another time.
Voilà, au revoir my children.
2

New Year Prayer of 1954:
“My Lord, here is Thy advice to all, for this year:
‘Never boast about anything, let your acts speak for you.’ ”
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