Questions and Answers

told you that — ninety-nine times out of a hundred it is the poor
Divine who is guilty: it is He who has given and then withdrawn
what He gave; He is quite whimsical. He makes you taste of the
wonderful fruit like that, then He takes it away from you, and
then when He feels like it, He gives it back to you.... Indeed, He
is quite a fanciful personage!
Instead of giving peace, why doesn’t the Divine abolish
all at once the ego?
Ah! That, that is the work for each one. That is what I told you
the other day, I read to you what Sri Aurobindo has written:
“Do not harbour the indolent illusion that you will be given the
aspiration and the work will be done for you.” The aspiration
must come from you and the abolition of the ego also. You are
helped, you are supported; every time you take a step forward
you will feel there is something which gives you all that is necessary to enable you to take the step, but it is you who must
walk, no one will take you on his back and carry you.... Abolish
the ego ﬁrst, that’s a wonderful programme! Once the ego is
abolished, there will be nothing more to do, all the work will be
over, for it is precisely the ego which impedes you from being in
touch with the Divine. Once the ego is gone, quite simply you
will be like that, in a beatiﬁc union with the Divine, and all the
work will be over. But generally, one does not begin by the end.
In any case, what I have just told you holds good: to abolish
the ego is your work. You will be helped, but you must walk on
your own feet. Do not at all hope that someone is going to carry
you on his back and that you will have nothing to do except let
yourself be carried.
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