Questions and Answers

There have been in the long past great and beautiful civilisations, perhaps as advanced materially as ours. Looked at from
a certain standpoint the most modern might seem to be only a
repetition of the most ancient cultures, and yet one cannot say
that there has been no progress anywhere. An inner progress at
least has been achieved and a greater readiness to respond to
the higher consciousness has been born into the material parts.
It has been necessary to do over and over again the same things,
because what was attempted was never sufﬁciently done; but
each time it has come nearer to being adequately done. When
we practise an exercise over and over again we seem to be only
repeating the same thing always, but still the accumulative result
is some effective change.
The mistake is to look at these things through the dimensions of the human consciousness, for so seen these deep and vast
movements seem inexplicable. It is dangerous to try to explain
or understand them with the limited mental intelligence. That is
the reason why philosophy has always failed to unveil the secret
of things; it is because it has tried to ﬁt the universe into the size
of the human mind.
How many of us remember former lives?
In all, in some part of our consciousness, there is a remembrance.
But this is a dangerous subject, because the human mind is too
fond of romance. As soon as it comes to know something of this
truth of rebirth, it wants to build up beautiful stories around it.
Many people would tell you wonderful tales of how the world
was built and how it will proceed in the future, how and where
you were born in the past and what you will be hereafter, the
lives you have lived and the lives you will still live. All this
has nothing to do with spiritual life. The true remembrance of
past births may indeed be part of an integral knowledge; but
it cannot be got by that way of imaginative fancies. If it is on
one side an objective knowledge, on the other it depends largely
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