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rather than on any physically embodied Divine : it was a claim 
for the full spiritual union, the God-lover seeking the Divine, 
but the Divine also giving himself and meeting the God-lover. 
There can be no objection to that ; such a claim all seekers of 
the Divine have ; but as to the modalities of this divine meeting, 
it does not carry us much farther. In any case, my object is 
a realisation on the physical plane and I cannot consent merely 
to repeat Ramakrishna. I seem to remember too that for a 
long time he was withdrawn into himself, all his life was not 
spent with his disciples. He got his siddhi first in retirement 
and when he came out and received everyone, well, a few years 
of it wore out his body. To that, I suppose, he had no objection; 
for he even pronounced a theory, when Keshav Chandra was 
dying, that spiritual experience ought to wear out the body. 
But at the same time, when asked why he got illness in the 
throat, he answered that it was the sins of his disciples which 
they threw upon him and he had to swallow. Not being satisfied, 
as he was, with an inner liberation alone, I cannot accept these 
ideas or these results, for that does not sound to me like a 
successful meeting of the Divine and the sadhak .on the physical 
plane, however successful it might have been for the inner life. 
Krishna did great things and was very clearly a manifestation of 
the Divine. But I remember a passage of the Mahabharata in 
which he complains of the unquiet life his followers and adorers 
gave him, their constant demands, reproaches, their throwing 
of their unregenerate vital natu(e upon him. And in the Gita 
he speaks of this human world as a transient and sorrowful 
affair and, in spite of his gospel of divine action, seems almost 
to admit that to leave it is after all the best solution. The tradi
tions of the past are very great in their own place, in the past, 
but I do not see why we should merely repeat them and not go 
farther. In the spiritual development of the consciousness upon 
earth the great past ought to be followed by a greater future. 

There is the rule that you seem all to ignore entirely - the 
difficulties of the physical embodiment and the divine realisation 
on the physical plane. For most it seems to be a simple alter
native, either the Divine comes down· in full power and the thing 
is done, no difficulty, no necessary condition, no law or process, 


