
22 Letters on Yoga 

I do not know what Mahatma Gandhi means by complete 
realisation.1 If he means a realisation with nothing more to rea
lise, no farther development possible, then I agree - I have my
self spoken of farther divine progression, an infinite development. 
But the question is not that : the question is whether the Igno
rance can be transcended, whether a complete essential realisa
tion turning the consciousness from darkness to light, from an 
instrument of the Ignorance seeking for Knowledge into an 
instrument or rather a manifestation of Knowledge proceeding to 
greater Knowledge, Light enlarging, heightening into greater 
Light, is or is not possible. My view is that this conversion is 
not only possible, but inevitable in the spiritual evolution of 
the being here.· The embodiment of life has nothing to do with 
it. This embodiment is not of life, but of consciousness and its 
energy of which life is only one phase or force. As life has deve
loped mind, and the embodiment has modified itself to suit this 
development (mind is precisely the main instrument of ignorance 
seeking for knowledge), so mind can develop supermind which 
is in its nature knowledge not seeking for itself, but manifesting 
itself by its own automatic power, and the embodiment can again 
modify itself or be modified from above so as to suit this deve
lopment. Faith is a necessary means for arriving at realisation, 
because we are ignorant and do not yet know that which we are 
seeking to realise ; faith is indeed knowledge giving the igno
rance an intimation of itself previous to its own manifestation, 
it is the gleam sent before by the yet unrisen Sun. When the Sun 
shall rise, there will be no longer any need of the gleam. The su
pramental knowledge supports itself. It does not need to be 
supported by faith ; it lives by its own certitude. You may say 
that farther progression, farther development will need faith. 
No, for the farther development will proceed on a basis of 
Knowledge, not of Ignorance. We shall walk in the light of 
Knowledge towards its own wider vistas of self-fulfilment. 

* 
** 

1 These observations are apropos o f  the following statement in a n  article by Mahatma 

Gandhi submitted by a sadhak to Sri Aurobindo for his opinion : 

"I hold that a complete realisation is impossible in this embodied life. Nor is it neces-


