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back, we may see that everything that happened, even what
seemed to us the worst, was a Divine Grace to make us advance
on the way; and then we become aware that the personal effort
too was a grace. But before reaching that point, one has to
advance much, to struggle much, sometimes even to suffer a
great deal.

To sit down in inert passivity and say, “If I am to have faith
I shall have it, the Divine will give it to me”, is an attitude of
laziness, of unconsciousness and almost of bad-will.

For the inner flame to burn, one must feed it; one must
watch over the fire, throw into it the fuel of all the errors one
wants to get rid of, all that delays the progress, all that darkens
the path. If one doesn’t feed the fire, it smoulders under the
ashes of one’s unconsciousness and inertia, and then, not years
but lives, centuries will pass before one reaches the goal.

One must watch over one’s faith as one watches over the
birth of something infinitely precious, and protect it very care-
fully from everything that can impair it.

In the ignorance and darkness of the beginning, faith is the
most direct expression of the Divine Power which comes to fight
and conquer.
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