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(e) A big fiasco4 of the Non-Cooperation movement
which is throwing politics back on one side to reformism, on
the other to a blatant and insincere Socialism.

That, I think, is the sum and substance of the matter.
As for the Hindu-Moslem affair, I saw no reason why the

greatness of India’s past or her spirituality should be thrown
into the waste-paper basket in order to conciliate the Moslems
who would not at all be conciliated by such a stupidity. What
has created the Hindu-Moslem split was not Swadeshi, but the
acceptance of the communal principle by the Congress, (here
Tilak made his great blunder), and the farther attempt by the
Khilafat movement to conciliate them and bring them in on
wrong lines. The recognition of that communal principle at
Lucknow made them permanently a separate political entity in
India which ought never to have happened; the Khilafat affair
made that separate political entity an organised separate polit-
ical power. It was not Swadeshi, Boycott, National Education,
Swaraj (our platform) which made this tremendous division,
how could it? Tilak whom the Kripalani man blames along with
me for it, is responsible not by that, but by his support of the
Lucknow affair — for the rest, Gandhi did it with the help of his
Ali brothers.

There you are. On a tabooed subject — it is, I think, enough.
Not at all for circulation you understand and quite confidential.

14 April 1936

Living Dangerously

There is a coward in every human being — precisely the part in
him which insists on “safety” — for that is certainly not a brave
attitude. I admit however that I would like safety myself if I could
have it — perhaps that is why I have always managed instead to

4 I am referring to my prophecy made at the beginning of the Non-Cooperation move-
ment, “It will end in a great confusion or in a great fiasco.” I was not a correct prophet,
as I have pointed out before. It should have run, “It will end in a great confusion and a
great fiasco.” But after all I was not speaking from the supramental which alone can be
infallible.


