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Letters on Himself and the Ashram

Well, there are people who say that smallpox attacks immunise
for only a few years.
But if it is as you say, then there are others, I suppose. There
is X among the servants for instance who nearly died of smallpox. I myself had a slight attack in Baroda soon after I came
from England — so you needn’t try to come up and vaccinate
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me.
The Power of Prayer
As for prayer, no hard and fast rule can be laid down. Some
prayers are answered, all are not. An example? The eldest
daughter of my Mesho, K. K. Mitra, editor of Sanjibani, not
by any means a romantic, occult, supraphysical or even imaginative person, was abandoned by the doctors after using every
resource, all medicines stopped as useless. The father said “There
is only God now, let us pray.” He did, and from that moment
the girl began to recover, typhoid fever and all its symptoms
ﬂed, death also. I know any number of cases like that. Well? You
may ask why should not then all prayers be answered? But why
should they be? It is not a machinery — put a prayer in the slot
and get your asking. Besides, considering all the contradictory
things mankind is praying for at the same moment, God would
be in a rather awkward hole, if he had to grant all of them — it
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wouldn’t do.
The Charm of Kashmir
Quite agree with your estimate of Kashmir. The charm of its
mountains and rivers and the ideal life dawdling along in the
midst of a supreme beauty in the slowly moving leisure of a
houseboat — that was a kind of earthly Paradise — also writing
poetry on the banks of the Jhelum where it rushes down Kashmir
towards the plains. Unfortunately there was the over-industrious
Gaekwar to cut short the Paradise! His idea of Paradise was
going through administrative papers and making myself and
others write speeches for which he got all the credit. But after

