
12 Letters on Yoga — II

country was poor, degraded, miserable, having nothing to give
but loss, wounds, torture, imprisonment, death as the wages of
her service; yet even knowing that they would never see her free,
men have lived, served and died for her — for her own sake, not
for what she could give. Men have loved Truth for her own sake
and for what they could seek or find of her, accepted poverty,
persecution, death itself; they have been content even to seek
for her always, not finding, and yet never given up the search.
That means what? That men, country, Truth and other things
besides can be loved for their own sake and not for anything
else, not for any circumstance or attendant quality or resulting
enjoyment, but for something absolute that is either in them or
behind their appearance and circumstance. The Divine is more
than a man or woman, a stretch of land or a creed, opinion,
discovery or principle. He is the Person beyond all persons, the
Home and Country of all souls, the Truth of which truths are
only imperfect figures. And can He then not be loved and sought
for his own sake, as and more than these have been by men even
in their lesser selves and nature?

What your reasoning ignores is that which is absolute or
tends towards the absolute in man and his seeking as well as in
the Divine — something not to be explained by mental reasoning
or vital motive. A motive, but a motive of the soul, not of vital
desire; a reason not of the mind, but of the self and spirit. An
asking too, but the asking that is the soul’s inherent aspiration,
not a vital longing. That is what comes up when there is the
sheer self-giving, when “I seek you for this, I seek you for that”
changes to a sheer “I seek you for you.” It is that marvellous
and ineffable absolute in the Divine that Krishnaprem means
when he says, “Not knowledge nor this nor that, but Krishna.”
The pull of that is indeed a categorical imperative, the self in
us drawn to the Divine because of the imperative call of its
greater Self, the soul ineffably drawn towards the object of its
adoration, because it cannot be otherwise, because it is it and
He is He. That is all about it.

I have written all that only to explain what we mean when
we speak of seeking the Divine for himself and not for anything


