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a way which is proper to the potentialities of his nature.
The wide and supple method of evolutionary Nature pro-

viding the amplest scope and preserving the true intention of the
religious seeking of the human being can be recognised in the
development of religion in India, where any number of religious
formulations, cults and disciplines have been allowed, even en-
couraged to subsist side by side and each man was free to accept
and follow that which was congenial to his thought, feeling,
temperament, build of the nature. It is right and reasonable
that there should be this plasticity, proper to an experimental
evolution: for religion’s real business is to prepare man’s mind,
life and bodily existence for the spiritual consciousness to take it
up; it has to lead him to that point where the inner spiritual light
begins fully to emerge. It is at this point that religion must learn
to subordinate itself, not to insist on its outer characters, but
give full scope to the inner spirit itself to develop its own truth
and reality. In the meanwhile it has to take up as much of man’s
mentality, vitality, physicality as it can and give all his activities a
turn towards the spiritual direction, the revelation of a spiritual
meaning in them, the imprint of a spiritual refinement, the begin-
ning of a spiritual character. It is in this attempt that the errors
of religion come in, for they are caused by the very nature of
the matter with which it is dealing, — that inferior stuff invades
the very forms that are meant to serve as intermediaries between
the spiritual and the mental, vital or physical consciousness,
and often it diminishes, degrades and corrupts them: but it is in
this attempt that lies religion’s greatest utility as an intercessor
between spirit and nature. Truth and error live always together
in the human evolution and the truth is not to be rejected because
of its accompanying errors, though these have to be eliminated,
— often a difficult business and, if crudely done, resulting in
surgical harm inflicted on the body of religion; for what we
see as error is very frequently the symbol or a disguise or a
corruption or malformation of a truth which is lost in the brutal
radicality of the operation, — the truth is cut out along with the
error. Nature herself very commonly permits the good corn and
the tares and weeds to grow together for a long time, because


