
Chapter II

The Two Negations

1

The Materialist Denial

He energised conscious-force (in the austerity of thought) and
came to the knowledge that Matter is the Brahman. For from
Matter all existences are born; born, by Matter they increase
and enter into Matter in their passing hence. Then he went to
Varuna, his father, and said, “Lord, teach me of the Brahman.”
But he said to him: “Energise (again) the conscious-energy in
thee; for the Energy is Brahman.” Taittiriya Upanishad.1

THE AFFIRMATION of a divine life upon earth and an
immortal sense in mortal existence can have no base un-
less we recognise not only eternal Spirit as the inhabitant

of this bodily mansion, the wearer of this mutable robe, but
accept Matter of which it is made, as a fit and noble material
out of which He weaves constantly His garbs, builds recurrently
the unending series of His mansions.

Nor is this, even, enough to guard us against a recoil from
life in the body unless, with the Upanishads, perceiving behind
their appearances the identity in essence of these two extreme
terms of existence, we are able to say in the very language of
those ancient writings, “Matter also is Brahman”, and to give its
full value to the vigorous figure by which the physical universe
is described as the external body of the Divine Being. Nor, —
so far divided apparently are these two extreme terms, — is that
identification convincing to the rational intellect if we refuse to

1 III. l, 2.


