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material existence in the universe; but such evasions are never
permanent in their effect. Mankind returns from them with a
more vehement impulse of inquiry or a more violent hunger for
an immediate solution. By that hunger mysticism proﬁts and
new religions arise to replace the old that have been destroyed
or stripped of signiﬁcance by a scepticism which itself could
not satisfy because, although its business was inquiry, it was
unwilling sufﬁciently to inquire. The attempt to deny or stiﬂe a
truth because it is yet obscure in its outward workings and too
often represented by obscurantist superstition or a crude faith,
is itself a kind of obscurantism. The will to escape from a cosmic
necessity because it is arduous, difﬁcult to justify by immediate
tangible results, slow in regulating its operations, must turn out
eventually to have been no acceptance of the truth of Nature but
a revolt against the secret, mightier will of the great Mother. It is
better and more rational to accept what she will not allow us as a
race to reject and lift it from the sphere of blind instinct, obscure
intuition and random aspiration into the light of reason and an
instructed and consciously self-guiding will. And if there is any
higher light of illumined intuition or self-revealing truth which
is now in man either obstructed and inoperative or works with
intermittent glancings as if from behind a veil or with occasional
displays as of the northern lights in our material skies, then there
also we need not fear to aspire. For it is likely that such is the
next higher state of consciousness of which Mind is only a form
and veil, and through the splendours of that light may lie the
path of our progressive self-enlargement into whatever highest
state is humanity’s ultimate resting-place.

