4 The Life Divine

a humanity satiated but not satisfied by victorious analysis of
the externalities of Nature preparing to return to its primeval
longings. The earliest formula of Wisdom promises to be its last,
— God, Light, Freedom, Immortality.

These persistent ideals of the race are at once the contra-
diction of its normal experience and the affirmation of higher
and deeper experiences which are abnormal to humanity and
only to be attained, in their organised entirety, by a revolution-
ary individual effort or an evolutionary general progression. To
know, possess and be the divine being in an animal and egoistic
consciousness, to convert our twilit or obscure physical men-
tality into the plenary supramental illumination, to build peace
and a self-existent bliss where there is only a stress of transitory
satisfactions besieged by physical pain and emotional suffering,
to establish an infinite freedom in a world which presents itself
as a group of mechanical necessities, to discover and realise
the immortal life in a body subjected to death and constant
mutation, — this is offered to us as the manifestation of God in
Matter and the goal of Nature in her terrestrial evolution. To
the ordinary material intellect which takes its present organisa-
tion of consciousness for the limit of its possibilities, the direct
contradiction of the unrealised ideals with the realised fact is
a final argument against their validity. But if we take a more
deliberate view of the world’s workings, that direct opposition
appears rather as part of Nature’s profoundest method and the
seal of her completest sanction.

For all problems of existence are essentially problems of
harmony. They arise from the perception of an unsolved discord
and the instinct of an undiscovered agreement or unity. To rest
content with an unsolved discord is possible for the practical and
more animal part of man, but impossible for his fully awakened
mind, and usually even his practical parts only escape from
the general necessity either by shutting out the problem or by
accepting a rough, utilitarian and unillumined compromise. For
essentially, all Nature seeks a harmony, life and matter in their
own sphere as much as mind in the arrangement of its percep-
tions. The greater the apparent disorder of the materials offered



