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Pradhana of the Sankhyas, a conceptual form of substance; and
in fact the point is increasingly reached where only an arbitrary
distinction in thought divides form of substance from form of
energy.
Matter expresses itself eventually as a formulation of some
unknown Force. Life, too, that yet unfathomed mystery, begins
to reveal itself as an obscure energy of sensibility imprisoned
in its material formulation; and when the dividing ignorance is
cured which gives us the sense of a gulf between Life and Matter,
it is difﬁcult to suppose that Mind, Life and Matter will be found
to be anything else than one Energy triply formulated, the triple
world of the Vedic seers. Nor will the conception then be able
to endure of a brute material Force as the mother of Mind. The
Energy that creates the world can be nothing else than a Will,
and Will is only consciousness applying itself to a work and a
result.
What is that work and result, if not a self-involution of
Consciousness in form and a self-evolution out of form so as
to actualise some mighty possibility in the universe which it
has created? And what is its will in Man if not a will to unending Life, to unbounded Knowledge, to unfettered Power?
Science itself begins to dream of the physical conquest of death,
expresses an insatiable thirst for knowledge, is working out
something like a terrestrial omnipotence for humanity. Space
and Time are contracting to the vanishing-point in its works,
and it strives in a hundred ways to make man the master of
circumstance and so lighten the fetters of causality. The idea of
limit, of the impossible begins to grow a little shadowy and it
appears instead that whatever man constantly wills, he must in
the end be able to do; for the consciousness in the race eventually
ﬁnds the means. It is not in the individual that this omnipotence
expresses itself, but the collective Will of mankind that works
out with the individual as a means. And yet when we look more
deeply, it is not any conscious Will of the collectivity, but a
superconscious Might that uses the individual as a centre and
means, the collectivity as a condition and ﬁeld. What is this but
the God in man, the inﬁnite Identity, the multitudinous Unity,

