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reach — when we keep our feet ﬁrmly on the physical. “Earth is
His footing,”2 says the Upanishad whenever it images the Self
that manifests in the universe. And it is certainly the fact that
the wider we extend and the surer we make our knowledge of
the physical world, the wider and surer becomes our foundation
for the higher knowledge, even for the highest, even for the
Brahmavidya.
In emerging, therefore, out of the materialistic period of
human Knowledge we must be careful that we do not rashly
condemn what we are leaving or throw away even one tittle of
its gains, before we can summon perceptions and powers that
are well grasped and secure, to occupy their place. Rather we
shall observe with respect and wonder the work that Atheism
has done for the Divine and admire the services that Agnosticism
has rendered in preparing the illimitable increase of knowledge.
In our world error is continually the handmaid and pathﬁnder
of Truth; for error is really a half-truth that stumbles because
of its limitations; often it is Truth that wears a disguise in order
to arrive unobserved near to its goal. Well, if it could always
be, as it has been in the great period we are leaving, the faithful
handmaid, severe, conscientious, clean-handed, luminous within
its limits, a half-truth and not a reckless and presumptuous
aberration.
A certain kind of Agnosticism is the ﬁnal truth of all knowledge. For when we come to the end of whatever path, the
universe appears as only a symbol or an appearance of an
unknowable Reality which translates itself here into different
systems of values, physical values, vital and sensational values,
intellectual, ideal and spiritual values. The more That becomes
real to us, the more it is seen to be always beyond deﬁning
thought and beyond formulating expression. “Mind attains not
there, nor speech.”3 And yet as it is possible to exaggerate, with
the Illusionists, the unreality of the appearance, so it is possible
2 “Padbhyāṁ prthivı̄.” — Mundaka Upanishad, II. 1. 4.
.

“Pr.thivı̄ pājasyam.” — Brihadaranyaka Upanishad, I. 1. 1.

3 Kena Upanishad, I. 3.

