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reducing all ruthlessly to the terms of one. It attempts practically,
in order to assert this one, to get rid of the others. To perceive
the real source of their identity without this exclusive process,
it must either have overleaped itself or must have completed the
circuit only to ﬁnd that all equally reduce themselves to That
which escapes deﬁnition or description and is yet not only real
but attainable. By whatever road we may travel, That is always
the end at which we arrive and we can only escape it by refusing
to complete the journey.
It is therefore of good augury that after many experiments
and verbal solutions we should now ﬁnd ourselves standing
today in the presence of the two that have alone borne for long
the most rigorous tests of experience, the two extremes, and
that at the end of the experience both should have come to a
result which the universal instinct in mankind, that veiled judge,
sentinel and representative of the universal Spirit of Truth, refuses to accept as right or as satisfying. In Europe and in India,
respectively, the negation of the materialist and the refusal of
the ascetic have sought to assert themselves as the sole truth and
to dominate the conception of Life. In India, if the result has
been a great heaping up of the treasures of the Spirit, — or of
some of them, — it has also been a great bankruptcy of Life;
in Europe, the fullness of riches and the triumphant mastery of
this world’s powers and possessions have progressed towards an
equal bankruptcy in the things of the Spirit. Nor has the intellect,
which sought the solution of all problems in the one term of
Matter, found satisfaction in the answer that it has received.
Therefore the time grows ripe and the tendency of the world
moves towards a new and comprehensive afﬁrmation in thought
and in inner and outer experience and to its corollary, a new
and rich self-fulﬁlment in an integral human existence for the
individual and for the race.
From the difference in the relations of Spirit and Matter to
the Unknowable which they both represent, there arises also a
difference of effectiveness in the material and the spiritual negations. The denial of the materialist although more insistent and
immediately successful, more facile in its appeal to the generality

