
The Second Hymn to the Dawn

[The Rishi hymns the divine Dawn, daughter of Heaven, as the
bringer of the Truth, the bliss, the heavens of light, creator of
the Light, giver of vision, maker, follower, leader of the paths
of Truth, remover of the darkness, the eternal and ever youthful
goddess of our godward journeying.]
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1. Dawn of the luminous journey, Dawn queen of truth, large
with the Truth, how wide is the gleam from her rosy limbs,
— Dawn divine who brings with her the heaven of light!
Her the seers adore with their thoughts.
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2. This is she who has the vision and she awakens man and
makes his paths easy to travel and walks in his front. How
large is her chariot, how vast and all-pervading the goddess,
how she brings Light in the front of the days!
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3. This is she who yokes her cows of rosy light; her journey
does not fail and such is the treasure she makes that it passes
not away. She hews out our paths to happiness; divine is she,
far-shining her glory, many the hymns that rise to her, she
brings with her every boon.
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4. Behold her in her biune energy of earth and heaven, how she
comes into being in her whiteness and discloses her body in
our front. She follows perfectly the paths of Truth, as one
who is wise and knows, and she hedges not in our regions.
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5. Lo, how brilliant is her body when she is found and known!
how she stands on high as if bathing in light that we may
have vision! Driving away all enemies and all darknesses
Dawn, the daughter of Heaven, has come with the Light.
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6. Lo, the daughter of Heaven like a woman full of happiness
moves to meet the gods and her form travels ever nearer
to them. Unveiling all blessings for the giver of sacrifice the
goddess young for ever has created the Light once more even
as in the beginning.


