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startle the incredulity of the Europeans. “These things are true”
he said, “but let them lie hidden.” And now many who have not
the motives of Vivekananda, think that they can ape his spiritual
greatness by imitating his limitations.

There was no such weakness in the robust temperament of
our forefathers. Our great Rishis of old did not cry out upon
Siddhis, but recognised them as a part, though not the most
important part of Yogic accomplishment, and used them with
an abundant and unhesitating vigour. They are recognised in
our sacred books, formally included in Yoga by so devotional
a Purana as the Bhagawat, noted and some of their processes
carefully tabled by Patanjali. Even in the midnight of the Kali
great Siddhas and saints have used them more sparingly, but with
power and effectiveness. It would be difficult for many of them
to do otherwise than use the siddhis since by the very fact of their
spiritual elevation, these powers have become not exceptional
movements, but the ordinary processes of their thought and
action. It is by the use of the siddhis that the Siddhas sitting on
the mountains help the world out of the heart of their solitude
and silence. Jesus Christ made the use of the siddhis a prominent
feature of his pure, noble and spiritual life, nor did he hesitate
to communicate them to his disciples — the laying of hands, the
healing of the sick, the ashirvada, the abhishap, the speaking
with many tongues were all given to them. The day of Pentecost
is still kept holy by the Christian Church. Joan of Arc used her
siddhis to liberate France. Socrates had his siddhis, some of them
of a very material nature. Men of great genius are usually born
with some of them and use them unconsciously. Even in natures
far below the power and clarity of genius we see their occasional
or irregular operation. The West, always avid of knowledge, is
struggling, sadly hampered by misuse and imposture, to develop
them and gropes roughly for the truth about them in the phe-
nomena of hypnotism, clairvoyance, telepathy, vouched for by
men and women of great intellectuality and sincerity. Returning
Eastwards, where only their right practice has been understood,
the lives of our saints northern and southern are full of the record
of Siddhis. Sri Ramakrishna, whose authority is quoted against


