On Education

human misery, he soon discovered that in order to ﬁnd one’s
soul one must have time to look for it. And when do those who
labour from morning till night and often from night till morning
to eke out a living really have time to think of their souls? So
in the simplicity of his charitable heart he concluded that if the
poor were at least assured of the barest necessities by those who
possess more than they need, these unfortunate people would
have enough leisure to lead a better life. He believed in the
virtue and efﬁcacy of social work, of active and material charity.
He believed that misery could be cured by the multiplication of
individual cures, by bringing relief to a greater number, to a very
large number of individuals. But this is only a palliative, not a
cure. The fullness of consecration, self-abnegation and courage
with which he carried on his work has made of him one of the
most beautiful and touching ﬁgures in human history. And yet
his endeavour seems to have rather multiplied than diminished
the number of the destitute and the helpless. Certainly the most
positive result of his apostleship was to create an appreciable
sense of charity in the mentality of a certain section of the wellto-do. And because of this, the work was truly more useful to
those who were giving charity than to those who were the object
of this charity.
At the other extreme of consciousness stands the Buddha
with his pure and sublime compassion. For him the suffering
arising out of life could only be abolished by the abolition of
life; for life and the world are the outcome of the desire to be,
the fruit of ignorance. Abolish desire, eliminate ignorance, and
the world will disappear and with it all suffering and misery.
In a great effort of spiritual aspiration and silent concentration
he elaborated his discipline, one of the most uplifting and the
most effective disciplines ever given to those who are eager for
liberation.
Millions have believed in his doctrine, although the number
of individuals capable of putting it into practice has been very
small. But the condition of the earth has remained practically
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