
Chapter I

Elements

Astrology depends on three things, the position of the planets
in the heavens and with regard to each other, the condition of
the planets at the natal hour or at the moment of enquiry, and
the general character or tout ensemble of the horoscope. Any
error or deficiency with regard to any of these three elements
separately or with regard to their mutual relations will affect
the work of the astrologer and vitiate its correctness or its com-
pleteness. To cast a horoscope completely is one of the most
difficult operations known to Science. The astrologer is born,
not made. It is as impossible to manufacture a perfect astrologer
by education as to manufacture a poet. Hence the disrepute into
which the profession of astrology too lightly and numerously
followed has fallen in the Kaliyuga. In addition nine tenths of
the true science are lost and the little that remains, is replete with
errors. Astrologers make lucky hits or stumble on the truth, but
it is only a rare genius here & there who can predict correctly and
even he is never safe against error. For even when his intuition
divines correctly, his authorities mislead him.

The position of the planets in the heavens is determined
by the sign of the zodiac through which they are passing, their
relation to the ascendant sign, their precise position in the sign
reckoned by degrees and minutes; their relative position to each
other by the distance of their signs from each other.

The condition of the planets is determined by the sign they
are in according to which they are either elevated, fallen, as-
cending or descending, or possibly at home; by the direction of
their motion at the time, forward or backward; by the quality of
their motion, swift, slow or normal; by their mutual relations of
friendship, enmity or neutrality, — conjunction, aspect, opposi-
tion or distance; by their nearness to the sun, setting or rising,
divergent or convergent; by their location in a sign — friendly,


