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I founded an institution called the Kala-Bhavan with depart-
ments in dyeing and weaving, carpentry and mechanical engi-
neering, and with the object of diffusing technical education I
had branches of it set up in various parts of the Raj. The response
among the people was so faint that after a time the institution
had to be contracted within narrower limits. Until the means of
the people and the material wealth of the country expand, there
can be but little demand for the work which such institutes turn
out. So far, the Kala-Bhavan has done but little beyond providing
skilled dyers for Bombay mills; and until the people co-operate
more earnestly its utility will not be recognised. Once more it
is the prevailing ignorance which hampers every movement to
help the people. They are sunk in a fatalistic apathy and do not
care to learn how to help themselves.

I have omitted to refer to the many endeavours made by
other Indian States in the same direction, not because they are
not worth mentioning. The wonderful Cauvery electric power
scheme and the irrigation projects of the Mysore and Jaipur
States, as well as the fine Technical School at Jaipur, are indis-
putably entitled to a high rank in the record of such laudable
work. I have to pass them over for want of time and adequate
information of all their details.

It is the general lack of education and intelligence which
hampers us at every turn and has been our ruin. Once we can
make education general we may hope for increased dexterity, an
increased power of concentration, increased trustworthiness and
quickness to discover new processes. We need these qualities in
every class of Indian society. Education in England has diffused
a spirit of self-reliance and a capacity for initiative; education in
Germany aims at thorough knowledge, methodical application
and exact learning; but education in India has hitherto aimed
only at providing a certain amount of food for thought without
ever touching the mental capacity or character.

I do not think that the plea that our industries are poor
for want of capital is one that can be sustained. We have more
capital than we imagine to develop our resources if we would
only use it. But we lack the active foresight always seeking the


