
Mother’s Work in the School

What can we do to obtain calm and quietness in the class
and get the children to do some work?

The only effective thing is to create or awaken in them a real
interest in study, the need to learn and to know, to awaken their
mental curiosity.

(The teacher complained of a lack of results.)

It is only after months, and even years of assiduous, regular and
obstinate effort that one can rightfully say (and even then!) that
it has been useless and fruitless.

What should be done?

Compulsion is neither the best nor the most effective principle
of education.

True education must reveal what is already present in the
developing beings and make it blossom. Just as flowers blossom
in the sun, children blossom in joy. It goes without saying that
joy does not mean weakness, disorder and confusion. But a
luminous kindliness which encourages the good and does not
severely insist on the bad.

Grace is always much closer to Truth than justice.

What should be done so that Mother can act in the class?

There is nothing, no method, no process, which is bad in itself;
everything depends on the spirit in which it is done.

If you want my help, it is not by accepting one principle
of action and rejecting another that you can have it, but by
concentrating before the class, by establishing silence and peace
in your heart (and in your head too, if possible) and by calling
my presence with a sincere aspiration that I should be behind
all your actions, not in the way you think that I would act (for
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