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or the weakling; a patience full of a calm and gather-
ing strength which watches and prepares itself for the
hour of swift great strokes, few but enough to change
destiny.

“Wherefore God hammers so fiercely at his world,
tramples and kneads it like dough, casts it so often into
the blood-bath and the red hell-heat of the furnace? Be-
cause humanity in the mass is still a hard, crude and vile
ore which will not otherwise be smelted and shaped; as
is his material, so is his method. Let it help to trans-
mute itself into nobler and purer metal, his ways with
it will be gentler and sweeter, much loftier and fairer its
uses.

“Wherefore he selected or made such a material,
when he had all infinite possibility to choose from? Be-
cause of his divine Idea which saw before it not only
beauty and sweetness and purity, but also force and will
and greatness. Despise not force, nor hate it for the ugli-
ness of some of its faces, nor think that love only is God.
All perfect perfection must have something in it of the
stuff of the hero and even of the Titan. But the greatest
force is born out of the greatest difficulty.”

Thoughts and Glimpses, SABCL, Vol. 16, pp. 392 – 93

After all, the whole problem is to know whether humanity has
reached the state of pure gold or whether it still needs to be
tested in the crucible.

One thing is evident, humanity has not become pure gold;
that is visible and certain.

But something has happened in the world’s history which
allows us to hope that a selected few in humanity, a small
number of beings, perhaps, are ready to be transformed into
pure gold and that they will be able to manifest strength with-
out violence, heroism without destruction and courage without
catastrophe.
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