Questions and Answers

from killing one another.... It was so poor, so weak, so ignorant,
so ineffective, that I was truly moved and — I had a dream,
that this exhibition would come here, to Pondicherry, that we
could show it and add a concluding fascicule to their booklet
in which the true remedy would be revealed to them. And all
that took shape very concretely, with the kind of photographs
which would be necessary, the quotations that should be put,
and then, quite decisively, like something welling up from the
depths of consciousness, came this sentence. I wrote it down,
and as soon as it was written I said to myself: “Why, this is my
message.” And it was decided it would be this. So there it is.
This means that it is just the thing which can make the
goodwill of mankind, the best being expressed on earth today,
progress. It has taken a rather special form because this goodwill
came from a Christian country and naturally there was quite a
special Christian inﬂuence, but this is an attitude which is found
everywhere in the world, differently expressed according to the
country and the religion, and it was as a reaction against the
ignorance of this attitude that I wrote this. Naturally, there is
the same idea in India, this idea of the complete renunciation of
all physical reality, the profound contempt for the material world
which is considered an illusion and a falsehood, that leaves, as
Sri Aurobindo used to say, the ﬁeld free to the sovereign sway
of the adverse forces. If you escape from the concrete reality
to seek a distant and abstract one, you leave the whole ﬁeld
of concrete realisation at the full disposal of the adverse forces
— which have taken hold of it and more or less govern it now
— in order to go away yourself to realise what Sri Aurobindo
calls here a zero or a void unit — to become the sovereign of a
nought. It is the return into Nirvana. This idea is everywhere in
the world but expresses itself in different forms.
Because until now evil has been opposed by weakness, by
a spiritual force without any power for transformation in the
material world, this tremendous effort of goodwill has ended
only in deplorable failure and left the world in the same state
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of misery and corruption and falsehood. It is on the same plane
as the one where the adverse forces are ruling that one must
have a greater power than theirs, a power which can conquer them totally in that very domain. To put it otherwise, a
spiritual force which would be capable of transforming both
the consciousness and the material world. This force is the
supramental force. What is necessary is to be receptive to its
action on the physical plane, and not to run away into a distant Nirvana leaving the enemy with full power over what one
abandons.
It is neither sacriﬁce nor renunciation nor weakness which
can bring the victory. It is only Delight, a delight which is
strength, endurance, supreme courage. The delight brought by
the supramental force. It is much more difﬁcult than giving everything up and running away, it demands an inﬁnitely greater
heroism — but that is the only way to conquer.
Nothing else? I have some questions here, but now it is
rather late.
Mother, this new force which is going to act, will it act
through individual effort or independently of it?
Why this opposition? It acts independently of all individual effort, as if automatically in the world, but it creates individual
effort and makes use of it. Individual effort is one of its means
of action, and perhaps the most powerful. If one thinks that
individual effort is due to the individual, it is an illusion, but if
the individual under the pretext that there is a universal action
independent of himself refuses to make an individual effort, he
refuses to give his collaboration. The Force wants to use, and
does in fact use individual effort as one of the most powerful
means at its disposal. It is the Force itself, it is this Power which
is your individual effort.
And so, you see, the ﬁrst movement of vital self-conceit
when it is told, “You don’t exist in yourself”, naturally it says,
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