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put them at the feet of the Divine for the Work. So I replied
to him that he need not be unhappy, that each one is asked
to give what he has, that is, all his possessions whatever they
may be, and what he is, that is, all his potentialities — which
corresponds to the consecration of one’s life and the giving of
all one’s possessions — and that nothing more than this is asked.
What you are, give that; what you have, give that, and your gift
will be perfect; from the spiritual point of view it will be perfect.
This does not depend upon the amount of wealth you have or
the number of capacities in your nature; it depends upon the
perfection of your gift, that is to say, on the totality of your gift.
I remember having read, in a book of Indian legends, a story like
this. There was a very poor, very old woman who had nothing,
who was quite destitute, who lived in a miserable little hut, and
who had been given a fruit. It was a mango. She had eaten half
of it and kept the other half for the next day, because it was
something so marvellous that she did not often happen to get it
— a mango. And then, when night fell, someone knocked at the
rickety door and asked for hospitality. And this someone came
in and told her he wanted shelter and was hungry. So she said
to him, “Well, I have no fire to warm you, I have no blanket
to cover you, and I have half a mango left, that is all I have, if
you want it; I have eaten half of it.” And it turned out that this
someone was Shiva, and that she was filled with an inner glory,
for she had made a perfect gift of herself and all she had.

I read that, I found it magnificent. Well, yes, this describes
it vividly. It’s exactly that.

The rich man, or even people who are quite well-off and
have all sorts of things in life and give to the Divine what they
have in surplus — for usually this is the gesture: one has a little
more money than one needs, one has a few more things than
one needs, and so, generously, one gives that to the Divine. It
is better than giving nothing. But even if this “little more” than
what they need represents lakhs of rupees, the gift is less perfect
than the one of half the mango. For it is not by the quantity or
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the quality that it is measured: it is by the sincerity of the giving
and the absoluteness of the giving.

But in ordinary life, when rich men want to give their
wealth to the Divine, and the Divine is not in front of
them, then to whom are they to give? They don’t know
where to give their money!

Yes, but then the question doesn’t arise. If they haven’t met the
Divine either within or without, it doesn’t come into question.
They are not asked to give to someone they do not know.

If they have found the Divine within themselves, well, they
have only to follow the indication given by the Divine for the
use of what they have; and if they follow quite sincerely and
exactly the indications they receive, this is all that can be asked
of them. But until then nothing is asked of anyone.

One begins to ask only when someone says, “Here I am, I
want to consecrate myself to the Divine.” Then it is all right,
from that moment one asks; but not before. Before that, even if
you casually pull out a coin from your pocket and put it there,
it is very good; you have done what you thought you ought to
do and that’s all; you are not asked for anything at all. There is
a great difference between asking the Divine to adopt you, and
making a gesture of goodwill, but without the least intention of
changing anything whatever in the course of your life.

Those who live the ordinary life, well, if they make a gesture
of goodwill, so much the better for them, this creates for them
antecedents for future lives. But it is only from the moment you
say, “There, now I know that there is but one thing which counts
for me, it is the divine life, and I want to live the divine life” —
from that moment one asks you, not before.

Mother, there are people who come here, who have
money and are very devoted, who show their devotion,
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