Questions and Answers

his power in some way. He knew he should not, but the seed of
ambition was there in him and he thought, “After all, it is a very
innocent thing and it may prove to them that such things are
possible and teach them the greatness of God.” So he said, “Take
away the table, but only the table, let the table-cloth remain as it
is with all the dishes upon it.” The disciples cried out, “Oh, that
cannot be done, everything will fall down.” But he insisted and
they removed the table from under the cloth. Lo, the miracle!
The cloth and all that was upon it remained there just as though
the table was underneath. The disciples wondered. But all on
a sudden the Master jumped up and rushed out screaming and
crying, “Nevermore shall I have a disciple, nevermore! Woe is
me! I have betrayed my God.” His heart was on ﬁre; he had
used the divine powers for selﬁsh ends.
It is always wrong to display powers. This does not mean
that there is no use for them. But they have to be used in the same
way as they came. They come by union with the Divine. They
must be used by the will of the Divine and not for display. If you
come across someone who is blind and you have the power to
make him see — if it is the Divine Will that the man shall see,
you have only to say, “Let him see” and he will see. But if you
wish to make him see simply because you want to cure him,
then you use the power to satisfy your personal ambition. Most
often, in such cases, you not only lose your power but you create
a great disturbance in the man. Yet in appearance the two ways
are the same; but in one case you act because of the Divine Will
and in the other for some personal motive.
How are we to know, you will ask, when it is the Divine
Will that makes us act? The Divine Will is not difﬁcult to recognise. It is unmistakable. You can know it without being very far
on the path. Only you must listen to its voice, the small voice
that is here in the heart. Once you are accustomed to listen, if
you do anything that is contrary to the Divine Will, you feel
an uneasiness. If you persist on the wrong track, you get very
much disturbed. If, however, you give some material excuse as
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