Questions and Answers

If you have once opened yourself to the Divine, if the power
of the Divine has once come down into you and yet you try to
keep to the old forces, you prepare troubles and difﬁculties and
dangers for yourself. You must be vigilant and see that you do
not use the Divine as a cloak for the satisfaction of your desires.
There are many self-appointed Masters, who do nothing but
that. And then when you are off the straight path and when
you have a little knowledge and not much power, it happens
that you are seized by beings or entities of a certain type, you
become blind instruments in their hands and are devoured by
them in the end. Wherever there is pretence, there is danger;
you cannot deceive God. Do you come to God saying, “I want
union with you” and in your heart meaning “I want powers
and enjoyments”? Beware! You are heading straight towards
the brink of the precipice. And yet it is so easy to avoid all
catastrophe. Become like a child, give yourself up to the Mother,
let her carry you, and there is no more danger for you.
This does not mean that you have not to face other kinds
of difﬁculties or that you have not to ﬁght and conquer any obstacles at all. Surrender does not ensure a smooth and unrufﬂed
and continuous progression. The reason is that your being is
not yet one, nor your surrender absolute and complete. Only a
part of you surrenders; and today it is one part and the next
day it is another. The whole purpose of the Yoga is to gather all
the divergent parts together and forge them into an undivided
unity. Till then you cannot hope to be without difﬁculties —
difﬁculties, for example, like doubt or depression or hesitation.
The whole world is full of the poison. You take it in with every
breath. If you exchange a few words with an undesirable man
or even if such a man merely passes by you, you may catch the
contagion from him. It is sufﬁcient for you to come near a place
where there is plague in order to be infected with its poison;
you need not know at all that it is there. You can lose in a few
minutes what it has taken you months to gain. So long as you
belong to humanity and so long as you lead the ordinary life, it
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does not matter much if you mix with the people of the world;
but if you want the divine life, you will have to be exceedingly
careful about your company and your environment.
What is the way to establish unity and homogeneity in
our being?
Keep the will ﬁrm. Treat the recalcitrant parts as disobedient
children. Act upon them constantly and patiently. Convince
them of their error.
In the depths of your consciousness is the psychic being, the
temple of the Divine within you. This is the centre round which
should come about the uniﬁcation of all these divergent parts, all
these contradictory movements of your being. Once you have
got the consciousness of the psychic being and its aspiration,
these doubts and difﬁculties can be destroyed. It takes more or
less time, but you will surely succeed in the end. Once you have
turned to the Divine, saying, “I want to be yours”, and the Divine
has said, “Yes”, the whole world cannot keep you from it. When
the central being has made its surrender, the chief difﬁculty has
disappeared. The outer being is like a crust. In ordinary people
the crust is so hard and thick that they are not conscious of the
Divine within them. If once, even for a moment only, the inner
being has said, “I am here and I am yours”, then it is as though a
bridge has been built and little by little the crust becomes thinner
and thinner until the two parts are wholly joined and the inner
and the outer become one.
Ambition has been the undoing of many Yogis. That canker
can hide long. Many people start on the Path without any sense
of it. But when they get powers, their ambition rises up, all
the more violently because it had not been thrown out in the
beginning.
A story is told of a Yogi who had attained wonderful powers.
He was invited by his disciples to a great dinner. It was served
on a big low table. The disciples asked their Master to show
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