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These various affinities express themselves outwardly in
slight and sometimes subtle variations in the conditions of our
encounters, and because our insight is seldom alert enough, these
slight variations often elude us.

But to direct our action in the right way and reduce as
far as possible the causes of our wrong attitudes towards our
fellowmen, we should always investigate with the greatest care
the numerous reasons for our contacts and find the category of
affinities which binds us to them.

A few rare beings are close to us in all four modes of ex-
istence at the same time. These are friends in the deepest sense
of the word. It is on them that our actions can have their most
integral, their most perfectly helpful and beneficial effect.

We should never forget that the duration of a contact be-
tween two human lives depends on the number and depth of the
states of being in which the affinities that bind them have their
play.

Only those who commune with the eternal essence within
themselves and in all things can be eternally united.

Only those are friends forever who have been close or distant
friends from all time in this or other worlds.

And whether or not we meet these friends depends on
the encounter we must first experience within ourselves, in the
unknown depths of our being.

Moreover, when this meeting occurs, our whole attitude is
transformed.

When we become one with the inner Godhead, we become
one in depth with all, and it is through Her and by Her that
we must come into contact with all beings. Then, free from all
attraction and repulsion, all likes and dislikes, we are close to
what is close to Her and far from what is far from Her.

Thus we learn that in the midst of others we should become
always more and more a divine example of integral activity
both intellectual and spiritual, an opportunity which is offered
to them to understand and enter upon the path of divine life.
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