
To the Women of Japan

However, that self which we are not yet, but have to be-
come, is not the strong vital Will hymned by Nietzsche, but
a spiritual self and spiritual nature. For as soon as we speak
of supermanhood we must be careful to avoid all confusion
with the strong but so superficial and incomplete conception of
Nietzsche’s superman.

Indeed, since Nietzsche invented the word superman, when
someone uses it to speak of the coming race, willingly or not,
it evokes at the same time Nietzsche’s conception. Certainly,
his idea that to develop the superman out of our present very
unsatisfactory manhood is our real business, is in itself an abso-
lutely sound idea; certainly, his formula of our aim,“to become
ourselves”, implying, as it does, that man has not yet found
all his true self, his true nature by which he can successfully
and spontaneously live, could not be bettered; nevertheless,
Nietzsche made the mistake we said we ought to avoid: his
superman is but a man aggrandised, magnified, in whom Force
has become super-dominant, crushing under its weight all the
other attributes of man. Such cannot be our ideal. We see too
well at present whither leads the exclusive worshipping of Force
— to the crimes of the strong and the ruin of continents.

No, the way to supermanhood lies in the unfolding of the
ever-perfect Spirit. All would change, all would become easy if
man could once consent to be spiritualised. The higher perfection
of the spiritual life will come by a spontaneous obedience of spir-
itualised man to the truth of his own realised being, when he has
become himself, found his own real nature; but this spontaneity
will not be instinctive and subconscient as in the animal, but
intuitive and fully, integrally conscient.

Therefore, the individuals who will most help the future of
humanity in the new age, will be those who will recognise a spir-
itual evolution as the destiny and therefore the great need of the
human being, an evolution or conversion of the present type of
humanity into a spiritualised humanity, even as the animal man
has been largely converted into a highly mentalised humanity.
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