
To the Women of Japan

of justice, of beauty, of harmonious good-will and fraternity.
And this seems in complete contradiction with the actual state
of the world. But we all know that never is the night so dark
as before the dawn. May not this darkness, then, be the sign of
an approaching dawn? And as never was night so complete, so
terrifying, maybe never will dawn have been so bright, so pure,
so illuminating as the coming one.... After the bad dreams of the
night the world will awaken to a new consciousness.

The civilisation which is ending now in such a dramatic way
was based on the power of mind, mind dealing with matter and
life. What it has been to the world, we have not to discuss here.
But a new reign is coming, that of the Spirit: after the human,
the divine.

Yet, if we have been fortunate enough to live on earth at such
a stupendous, a unique time as this one, is it sufficient to stand
and watch the unfolding events? All those who feel that their
heart extends further than the limits of their own person and
family, that their thought embraces more than small personal
interests and local conventions, all those, in short, who realise
that they belong not to themselves, or to their family, or even to
their country, but to God who manifests Himself in all countries,
through mankind, these, indeed, know that they must rise and
set to work for the sake of humanity, for the advent of the Dawn.

And in this momentous, endless, many-sided work, what
can be the part of womanhood? It is true that, as soon as
great events and works are in question, the custom is to rel-
egate women to a corner with a smile of patronising contempt
which means: this is not your business, poor, feeble, futile crea-
tures.... And women, submissive, childlike, lazy perhaps, have
accepted, at least in many countries, this deplorable state of
things. I dare to say that they are wrong. In the life of the
future, there shall be no more room for such division, such
disequilibrium between the masculine and the feminine. The
true relation of the two sexes is an equal footing of mutual
help and close collaboration. And from now, we must reassume
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