
Words of Long Ago

several of these instances myself. Among them, I remember very
clearly two little girls; they were twins and perfectly beautiful.
But the most astonishing was how little like their parents they
were. They reminded me of a very famous picture painted by
the English artist Reynolds. One day I made this remark to
the mother, who immediately exclaimed: “Indeed, is it not so?
You will be interested to know that while I was expecting these
children, I had, hanging above my bed, a very good reproduction
of Reynolds’ picture. Before going to sleep and as soon as I woke,
my last and first glance was for that picture; and in my heart I
hoped: may my children be like the faces in this picture. You see
that I succeeded quite well!” In truth, she could be proud of her
success, and her example is of great utility for other women.

But if we can obtain such results on the physical plane where
the materials are the least plastic, how much more so on the
psychological plane where the influence of thought and will
is so powerful. Why accept the obscure bonds of heredity and
atavism — which are nothing else than subconscious preferences
for our own trend of character — when we can, by concentration
and will, call into being a type constructed according to the
highest ideal we are able to conceive? With this effort, maternity
becomes truly precious and sacred; indeed with this, we enter
the glorious work of the Spirit, and womanhood rises above
animality and its ordinary instincts, towards real humanity and
its powers.

In this effort, in this attempt, then, lies our true duty. And if
this duty was always of the greatest importance, it certainly has
taken a capital one in the present turn of the earth’s evolution.

For we are living in an exceptional time at an exceptional
turning point of the world’s history. Never before, perhaps, did
mankind pass through such a dark period of hatred, bloodshed
and confusion. And, at the same time, never had such a strong,
such an ardent hope awakened in the hearts of the people. In-
deed, if we listen to our heart’s voice, we immediately perceive
that we are, more or less consciously, waiting for a new reign
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of justice, of beauty, of harmonious good-will and fraternity.
And this seems in complete contradiction with the actual state
of the world. But we all know that never is the night so dark
as before the dawn. May not this darkness, then, be the sign of
an approaching dawn? And as never was night so complete, so
terrifying, maybe never will dawn have been so bright, so pure,
so illuminating as the coming one.... After the bad dreams of the
night the world will awaken to a new consciousness.

The civilisation which is ending now in such a dramatic way
was based on the power of mind, mind dealing with matter and
life. What it has been to the world, we have not to discuss here.
But a new reign is coming, that of the Spirit: after the human,
the divine.

Yet, if we have been fortunate enough to live on earth at such
a stupendous, a unique time as this one, is it sufficient to stand
and watch the unfolding events? All those who feel that their
heart extends further than the limits of their own person and
family, that their thought embraces more than small personal
interests and local conventions, all those, in short, who realise
that they belong not to themselves, or to their family, or even to
their country, but to God who manifests Himself in all countries,
through mankind, these, indeed, know that they must rise and
set to work for the sake of humanity, for the advent of the Dawn.

And in this momentous, endless, many-sided work, what
can be the part of womanhood? It is true that, as soon as
great events and works are in question, the custom is to rel-
egate women to a corner with a smile of patronising contempt
which means: this is not your business, poor, feeble, futile crea-
tures.... And women, submissive, childlike, lazy perhaps, have
accepted, at least in many countries, this deplorable state of
things. I dare to say that they are wrong. In the life of the
future, there shall be no more room for such division, such
disequilibrium between the masculine and the feminine. The
true relation of the two sexes is an equal footing of mutual
help and close collaboration. And from now, we must reassume
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